
From Fr. Melvin:   

Blessed greetings! What I present in this column is a 3-photo description of the Cathedral of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary of the Assumption in Orvieto, Italy. This site was a brief stopover on the way to 

Assisi for the 5-day retreat which was shared earlier. We had an early start to the day and had a week-

day Mass in the Chapel. Orvieto is a community of about 20,000 but appears larger by the number of 

people who converge here for sightseeing. But one look at the Cathedral or Duomo as it is referenced 

in Italy, speaks a lot about our faith.       

Interestingly, one notices the colored mosaics revealing our Blessed Mother in whose honor it was 

built. Above those massive front doors is a statue of Mary and child, Jesus, seated on a throne and an-

gels on each side. We see huge columns and those circling above the throne, and looking further 

above we witness the crown of Mary; again angels surround her prayerful stance. The Baptism of Je-

sus appears on the far left; the far right side views are Mary attired in blue with a gold halo. In further 

detail, one can pick out the symbols of the 4 Evangelists: John, eagle, Luke, ox, Mark, lion, and Mat-

thew, winged man, which appear above the v-shaped spire or columns opposite the small statue of 

Mary and Jesus I related. Though hard to see, there are many depictions taken from the Old Testa-

ment. 



From the second photo revealing the top of 

the cathedral, our Lord and Savior crowns 

Mary before adoring angels, and just below 

are the statues of the Twelve Apostles.  

Other saintly statues appear below right 

and left surrounding the epic and beautiful 

“rose window,” a particular design taken up 

in many Catholic churches today.  Inside, it 

provides a majestic color unique and spirit-

ually stunning.  The Marian blue sky surely 

was a blessing for this photo as our group 

remained there just admiring its view rather 

than tour elsewhere. 

In the final and overall view of the cathedral, 

we see its fullness as viewed from a narrow 

pedestrian street. Historically, its beginning 

was back in 1263, when, in a nearby town of 

Bolsena, a priest saw a personal conversion 

when he observed drops of blood from the 

sacred host appear on the corporal at Mass.  

Known as the Corporal of Bolsena, Pope Ur-

ban IV intended to build a cathedral, Gothic 

in style, and preserve this relic in its sacred 

Chapel. As a result, its foundation was under-

way by Nicholas IV on November 13, 1290.  

In closing, let us pray for our seminarians and 

priests, and those priests on Sabbatical in Ita-

ly as they endure the spread of the corona-

virus, especially in Milan. 


